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CONFIDENTIAL COPENHAGEN 1512 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS DA 

SUBJECT: DANISH GOVERNMENT TO DECLARE FOR F 16 


1) AT LUNCH TODAY, FOREIGN MINISTRY PERMANENT UNDER 
SECRETARY EIGIL JORGENSEN TOLD ME THAT THE DANISH 
GOVERNMENT WILL ANNOUNCE TONIGHT OR TOMORROW THAT IT WILL 
SIGN THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AND THE LETTER OF 
INTENT TO BUY THE F-16. IN THE STATEMENT THE GOVERNMENT WILL 
NOTE THAT THESE ACTIONS ARE BEING UNDERTAKEN ON THE CONDITION 
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THAT (A) THE FOUR-NATION CONSORTIUM HOLDS TOGETHER, AND 
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(B) DANISH PARLIAMENTARY RATIFICATION FOR THIS COMMITMENT 
BE OBTAINED BEFORE JUNE 15. 

2) EIGIL JORGENSEN SAID THAT THIS STRATEGY WAS AGREED UPON 
BY THE DANISH, DUTCH AND NORWEGIAN DEFENSE MINISTERS DURING 
LAST WEEK'S DPC MEETING. THE DUTCH ACTION LAST FRIDAY AND 
THIS COMPANION ONE BY THE DANES ARE MEANT TO SHORE UP THE 
BELGIAN GOVERNMENT VIS-A-VIS THE FRENCH AS WELL AS AGAINST 
BELGIAN INTERNAL OPPOSITION TO THE F-16. 

3) SUBSEQUENTLY, WE HEARD FROM PARLIAMENTARY SOURCES 
THAT THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS ARE STILL 

CAUCUSING ON THIS MATTER AND THAT POSSIBLY A FIRM 
DANISH COMMITMENT MAY BE GIVEN TO BUY ONLY 48 AIRCRAFT, 

WITH THE OPTION FOR THE REMAINING TEN. THIS HAS, HOWEVER, NOT 
YET BEEN DECIDED, BUT DEFMIN ORLA MOLLER CLAIMS TO HAVE 
GENERAL DYNAMICS’S CONCURRENCE FOR SUCH AN OPTION ARRANGEMENT. 
ALTHOUGH PRIME MINISTER ANKER JORGENSEN IS REPORTEDLY 
EXERCISING THE WHIP ON THIS ISSUE, APPARENTLY FOUR OR FIVE OF 
THE 53 SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARLIAMENTARIANS PLAN TO VOTE 
AGAINST THE AIRCRAFT PURCHASE WHILE ANOTHER HALF DOZEN OR SO 
MAY ABSAIN ON THE ISSUE. 

CROWE 
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